RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

October 10, 2006

The meeting was called to order at 10:01 a.m. by President, Norman Briggs.

ROLL CALL:  Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Norman Briggs, Nettie Collins, Opal Hargis, Ginger Mello, David Merritt, Earlene Smith, Walter Stewart and Elinor Wells

OTHERS PRESENT:  Belva Jared

MOTION by David Merritt to approve the September 2006 minutes as read, seconded by Earlene Smith and CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – David Merritt, CRCEA delegate, announced that the Fall CRCEA Conference would be held the week of October 16 – 18, 2006 at the Doubletree Hotel in Sacramento.  At the last meeting of the Conference Committee, a discussion was held on whether the committee felt that the conferences should be held twice a year.  It was decided that once a year would be better.  David requested that the topic be included in the agenda for the CRCEA Executive Meeting and it has been included.  CRCEA negotiated a General Liability Insurance Policy with Steve Pettee from Pacific Group Insurance that will cover all 21 counties.  This is a separate policy from the Director and Officer Liability Insurance that is already in effect.  This conference will be the last one for Tom Branon.  CRCEA has not decided if they are going to go with Amy Brown because a $12,000 contract will not go very far when Amy charges $300 per hour because she is a lobbyist.

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES (CCAPE)-  Paul Leonard was not in attendance at the meeting.  President, Norman Briggs, stated that he had spoken with Ward Wollesen and everything is still up in the air.  The regional office will be out of San Jose when it is finalized.  

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of September there were 29 volunteers who worked 91 hours and assisted 919 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since 1992 through September 2006 the volunteers assisted 239,541 visitors.  Mary Lou stated that a lot of her volunteers have been working since 1992 and due to age and health their volunteering days are becoming limited.  A discussion was held regarding how this program can be continued in the future.    

MONTHLY PROGRAM - President, Norman Briggs, announced that Eric Barthel, Creative Benefit Concepts – Health Insurance Benefits Consultant, Kern County, would not be in attendance at the meeting today.  1st Vice President, Jeanne Berkshire, announced that 3rd District Supervisor, Barbara Patrick will be speaking at our meeting.

NEWSLETTER – President, Norman Briggs, announced that the 15th is the deadline for articles in the next TREND.  He announced that there will be a nice article from the Office of Aging in the TREND.  

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – President, Norman Briggs, announced that Sandra Avant is leaving to go to another position.          
MEMBERSHIP – No Report

2008 CRCEA CONFERENCE COMMITTEE – Ginger Mello, Chairperson, reported that the committee has a scheduled meeting for November 13th and hopefully will be signing the contract for the hotel by the first of the year.  David Merritt suggested that we look into the possibility of having a catered banquet at Fellows Hotel at Pioneer Village.  
TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for September 2006.  MOTION by Jeanne Berkshire to approve the Treasurer’s Report for September 2006, seconded by Nettie Collins and CARRIED.  MOTION by David Merritt to approve the Claims Payable for September 2006, seconded by Opal Hargis and CARRIED.  Nettie Collins suggested that our bank balance might allow us to schedule some trips for our members.  President, Norman Briggs, appointed Nettie Collins as chairperson to look into places that we could go.  
COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 3 County Newsletters, 2 requests from the Rescue Mission, 1 MasterCard Application, 1 letter from Walter Stewart re: acronym, 1 Bank Statement, 1 Survey from the Post Office and a postcard re: this survey, 1 Confirmation letter from CRCEA for the Association Fee and 2 e-mail requests for the TREND.  

OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – The next meeting will be held on November 1st at the Bell Tower and will be hosted by the Prosecutors Union and the Sheriff’s Commanders.  

WEB PAGE – President, Norman Briggs, reported that he has put the Health Benefit Rates on the Web.

PAC UPDATE – No Report

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS – President, Norman Briggs, stated that he will get the information from the Fire Department Foundation on how they process the applications for their scholarships.
NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT – Secretary, Ginger Mello, stated that she had left this report off the agenda by mistake.  Ginger stated that the Chairman, Greg Salas, was not able to attend the meeting but that she would give the report.  Ginger reported that for the office of President there were two candidates; Jeanne Berkshire and Don Hoffman.  On the slate of officers the position for 1st Vice President, Earlene Smith; 2nd Vice President, Walter Stewart; Secretary, Ginger Mello; and Treasurer, Mary Lou Bennett.  There are four directors to be elected and the candidates are Bill Barnhart, Kathy Erwin, Paul Leonard and Georgia Morgan. Secretary, Ginger Mello, will be making the ballots.

NEW BUSINESS:

UPDATE POLICY AND PROCEDURES MANUAL – The discussion was picked up on page 9 where it was left off at the last meeting.  Treasurer, Mary Lou Bennett, reported that she had made the corrections from the last meeting and circulated the manuals.  Mary Lou documented the changes and will send out a revised edition.  One item that was discussed was whether we should do attendance awards in July and December.  It was decided that there would be NO attendance awards in July and December.  There was a MOTION by Elinor Wells to increase the reimbursement for the Secretary to $175.00, to be the same as the Treasurer; seconded by DAVID MERRITT and CARRIED.  MOTION by Elinor Wells to accept the Policy and Procedures Manual as corrected, seconded by Walter Stewart and CARRIED.

REPORT ON NEW HEALTH BENEFIT PLAN RATES FOR 2007 – President, Norman Briggs, reported that he and 1st Vice President, Jeanne Berkshire and Secretary, Ginger Mello, attended a meeting with the County regarding health benefits.  Bill Douglas and Eric Barthel stated at the meeting, that for the year 2008 the prices for the age group of 60 – 65 years insurance premiums were going to be out of site.  Norman requested that the Board approve having Jim Sweeney represent us regarding the increase of health insurance premiums.  MOTION by Earlene Smith to have Jim Sweeney start work on the health benefit premium issues and to meet with CCEOK with REOKC paying for his travel expenses only, seconded by David Merritt and CARRIED.  Norman circulated the premium schedule for 2007 which showed the increases.  
MOTION by Elinor Wells to adjourn the meeting at 11:42 a.m., seconded by Walter Stewart and CARRIED.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary          

